THE GREELEY CAMPAIGN               399

of habeas corpus at will, and to control and supervise their elec-
tions, their liberties are gone, and "they have only to wait until
a man sufficiently ambitious reaches the Presidency, for him to
grasp and maintain absolute powers."

The speech was two hours long, and concluded with
this tribute to Greeley:

. . . Mr. Greeley [he said] is a man of the highest character
and intelligence. No man in the land is better acquainted with
the public men of the country than he. He is a man of purity
of character, of strict honesty, who would not look upon
corruption and official delinquency with the least degree of
allowance. You may rely upon that and upon his bringing
about him the ablest men of the land to form a strong and able
Administration, because he knows who the able men are, and
could have no other motive than to make his Administration a
success, as he will not seek a reelection. I am not in the habit
of saying much about individuals, but I think I may say to you
that you may trust Horace Greeley for an honest administra-
tion of the Government, and that is what the people of the
country want. You may trust him above almost all other men
in this land for bringing about that state of good feeling between
the North and the South, so essential to the peace and pros-
perity of the nation.

The campaign started with, considerable eclat among
the ranks of Greeley's supporters and corresponding
depression on the other side. Carl Schurz, who took the
laboring oar, at first with reluctance bordering on gloom,
gathered confidence as he progressed in his stumping tour.
Enthusiasm for the old white hat seemed to be no fig-
ment of imagination, but a living reality. All eyes were'
fixed upon North Carolina which had an election for
state officers on the 1st of August, and which the Liberals
expected to win. The early returns seemed to justify
their confidence, but there was a change when the western
mountain districts were heard from. The supporters of-
